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Upcoming Events: 

DUE TO COVID 19 
all upcoming 
events are TENTA-
TIVE. Please check 
online for further 
information.  

• December 19th, 
2020         
Wreaths Across 
America  Wreath 
Laying 

•  APR  23-25, 2021 
MN Wing Confer-
ence  

   

  This year we might be unable to lay wreaths due to Covid-19, but we can 

still learn about why we do it! We lay wreaths to remember the living and de-

ceased service members for their service. Wreaths Across America was founded 

by Morrill Worcester in 1997. It was only done in Arlington National Cemetery 

until 2005, where it became popular on the internet and it started happening 

over all 50 states and over seas. Wreaths Across America wants to remind people 

how important it is to remember, honor, and teach. For every wreath we sell, we 

receive 5 dollars to help the Squadron. This 

event happens annually every second or 

third Saturday of December to remind peo-

ple during the holiday rush of the sacrifices 

made by our service members. 

 

    Going Back To Virtual  

 On 09 Nov 2020, the MN Wing of Civil Air Patrol had been ordered immedi-
ately to return to Phase 1 due to the uptick of COVID-19 cases in the state of Min-
nesota. Due to the order, all meetings with more than 10 people were cancelled. On 
16 Nov 2020, CAP's National COVID-19 Planning Team headed up by Gen Ed 
Phelka, directed that MN Wing return to Phase 0, which means no more physical 
meetings. Lt Col Warneke then advised that for the rest of the year, that the Squad-
ron would be heading back to virtual. Due to these announcements, we are going 
virtual. Its recommended that to get the most out of Civil Air Patrol during virtual 
meetings is to have your camera on and be paying attention. It also is recommended 
to speak up when it’s possible and to be respectful during meetings. Outside of 
meetings, it’s a great idea to exercise or read your aerospace and leadership books!   

       These are trying times but  we need to keep our heads up 
high!  As Confucius once said  “ It does not matter how 
slowly you go so long as you do not stop.” 

       If you need any help, we have our senior members and 
Squadron Commander ready to do so.  
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Wreaths Across America 



 SCCS COLOR GUARD 

 
  What is Color Guard?  One might say it is an old and respected tradition going back as far as the 1800's, 
others might say they're a bunch of weirdos, while others don't fully understand their purpose.  
 
  The original purpose of the Color Guard goes back to 1805 during the time they were still using muskets 
which produce a lot of smoke. With all the smoke blocking the view of soldiers during battle they would 
use a flag or a banner to show and direct the unit and keep it in formation during the battle.  
These flags or banners were seen as a vital piece of a regiment that 
if it was lost during battle there would be a loss of morale and also 
a high chance the formation would break up. Therefore, units 
would assign experienced soldiers and put them in a detachment to 
protect the colors. These elite soldiers when protecting the flag 
would be known as Color Guard. After the invention of smokeless 
weapons and better developed tactics, Color Guard teams had a 
more ceremonial purpose. But back then or now it is still consid-
ered an honor to be a part of the Color Guard. 
 
  The 2020 Color Guard team members consist of C/2d Lt Joshua 
Fisher, C/CMSgt Connor Schwab, C/CMSgt Abraham Berg-
Arnold, C/MSgt Caleb Fisher, and C/A1C Leo Sun. The Color 
Guard Cadet Commander is C/CMSgt Connor Schwab and the 
Senior member in charge is 2nd Lt Sowada. Every year the Color 
Guard team goes to a competition to show off, test, and improve 
their skills. This year, the event was held on October 10th at Beth-
el University.  At Color Guard competitions they usually have 7 
events that happen over the course of an entire day. They are 
the  indoor practical, outdoor practical, physical fitness, team leadership problem, uniform inspection, uni-
form building, and a written exam. The indoor practical is posting the colors inside a building on flag 
stand. The outdoor practical is posting the colors outside on a flagpole. The physical fitness is usually 
done before the competition and must be watched carefully for fair results. The team leadership problem is 
where the Color Guard team must work together as a team to solve the given problem. The uniform in-
spection and uniform building are done at the same time. The members of the team are randomly chosen 
to do either the uniform inspection or uniform building. The uniform inspection is exactly what it sounds 
like, an inspection of the uniform. The uniform building is more interesting I would say. You are given 
pieces of a uniform and you have to put it together correctly within regulations. And finally, after lunch, is 
the written exam. The written exam has 70 questions and includes everything you will ever learn in CAP. 
There are questions ranging from drill to leadership, all the way to aerospace.  
 
   This year the Color Guard team brought back two awards which were 2nd place for the Outdoor Practi-
cal and C/2d Lt Fisher received the award for Cadet with the most correct answers on the written exam. 
Great job team and congratulations to C/2d Lt Fisher!   
 
    In conclusion, the Color Guard team is built on skill, hard work, and dedication. Members of Color 
Guard are expected to work hard but they can have fun too. I remember during practices on how many in-
side jokes there were but also how when things needed to get serious everyone would be ready for it. At 
the end, a good Color Guard team is one that can represent it’s squadron the best in many ways.  
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 Interview With Squadron’s New Guidon Bearer 

     C/A1C Benjamin Greshowak 

How did you hear about Civil Air Patrol?  

“I saw the color guard at the St Cloud Veterans Day parade where I was helping out with another vehicle on a very cold day. Af ter-

wards in the community center I got the name of the squadron, and once I did some research into it I automatically wanted to join. If 

only I had known  about it sooner! Found the squadron's website and after getting info started attending the initial meetings pre COVID. 

I have been glad to be a part of the squadron since February.” 

How do you feel about becoming the Squadron’s new Guidon Bearer? 

“I think it is a great honor and I am grateful for the opportunity to have the position. I am looking 

forward to learning more about the position and how to best play the role in formations and 

ceremonies.” 

Here are some remarks by our own Cadet Commander C/2nd Lt Joshua Fisher 

“The Guidon Bearer is selected based not only on the current drill knowledge of the cadet but 

also on the improvement of the cadet ’s drill. Cadet Greshowak was largely selected for Guidon 

Bearer because of his determination and desire to improve, resulting in increased drill per formance.” 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 On Saturday, October 24th, The Viking Squadron invited surrounding squadrons 
including St. Cloud Composite Squadron to the Flying Tiger’s SAREX. The event  hosted 
around 90 people and would last from 0900 - 1600, for people who aren't used to mili-
tary time, it was from 9 A.M. to 4 P.M. The SAREX was located at Brandt Airport in Dela-
no, Minnesota. The SAREX included two things, finding the ELT and learning some vital 
skills for winter survival and Emergency Services. An ELT, which stands for Emergency 
Locator Transmitter, is a device inside a majority of General Aviation Aircraft within the 
U.S. that serves a vital purpose. It broadcasts a distress signal during an aircraft accident. 
To find an ELT, you must use a DF. A DF, which stands for Direction Finder, is a device 
that uses the same frequency of the ELT to pinpoint the location of it.  For winter survival 
training, they put people into a classroom setting and had an expert to teach us on wear-
ing layers and  some essential items to have in the winter. It is highly recommended to 
change your 24 hour pack to be suited for winter and summer environments. If you 
don’t, then you’ll be unprepared for the mission you are heading out for. Other advice 
included things such as bringing doubles of items such as boots, gloves, winter hats, and 
uniform.  
 
The members who attended the SAREX on the ground crew 
were  1Lt Chuck Admunson, C/2 Lt Joshua Fisher, C/MSgt 
Caleb Fisher, C/TSgt Ashley Eblen,  C/A1C Leo Sun, and C/
Amn Noah Mix. The St. Cloud Squadron also provided  an 
Aircrew to the event which included Lt Col Greg Nastrom, 
1Lt Steve Szymanski, and 2Lt James Eblen. The training and 
education that everyone who attended it was valuable for 
winter operations and taught many how to find an ELT in 
the winter on the ground and in the air. 
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    Flying Tiger’s SAREX 



  Commander’s Corner 

         It’s hard to believe that 2020 is almost over. Where did the time go?  

          Unlike other years, 2020 has being a weird year; a year of having to be creative in how 

we do things; a year of reflection on the many things that we normally take for granted.    

          At the end of each year, I like to pause and to take a moment to reflect on the year 
behind me because it helps to set the direction of the year ahead of me. In my reflection I 

also find many things that I am thankful for. On the top of the list sits two things:  

1. I am thankful for a warm, loving and supportive family. Without my family, I would not and could not do some of 

the things that I do.  

2. I am very thankful that I have a strong, supportive Squadron. This year has thrown a lot at our Squadron ; one of 
the things  that has helped keep me strong though all of this is the knowledge that   the members of our Squadron 
have been there to support each other through it all. Your incredible strength and resilience has been a shining ex-

ample of what the CAP program is all about. I am proud of each and every one of you.  

       As we come to the end of the year, I want to invite you to take moment of reflection and to think of things that 
you are thankful for and then I invite you to continue to find your inner strength, so that we may break into 2021 

ready for anything! Semper Vigilans and Happy Holidays!  

        Cadets 

Promotions 

Eaker – C/Lt Col Ben Glaser 

Achievement 14 – C/Maj Katherine Olson 

Mitchell –  C/2d Lt Joshua Fisher 

Armstrong- C/CMSgt Abraham Berg-Arnold 

Doolittle- C/SMSgt Alayna Schwab 

Lindbergh - C/MSgt Michael Thielen, C/MSgt Preston 

Thielen  

Rickenbacker – C/TSgt Ashley Eblen 

Wright Bros. – C/SSgt Tobias Dvorak, C/SSgt Nathan Wie-

ner 

Feik -  C/SrA George Berg-Arnold, C/SrA Sam McCoy, C/

SrA Leo Sun, C/SrA Benedict Dvorak, C/SrA Logan Thomas  

Arnold - C/A1C Leo Sun., C/A1C Benjamin Greshewoak  

Curry - C/Amn Noah Mix 

Awards 

Community Service  Clasp - C/MSgt Aiden Staup 

2 Year Red Service Ribbon - C/MSgt Michael Thielen, C/

MSgt Preston Thielen, C/MSgt  Alayna Schwab, C/TSgt  

Ashley Eblen. 
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Lt Col Shawn Warneke 

     Senior Members 

Awards 

Yeager Award - 1st Lt  Leah Staup 

Garber Award - Maj Aaron Peterson 

2 Year Red Service Ribbon  - 2nd Lt Charissa Stevens 

 

   New Chain Of Command 

The new Chain of Command can be 

viewed on the Squadron Website at 

https://stcloud.cap.gov/about/st-cloud

-composite-squadron.   It can be 

viewed under Members and there are 

two respective Chains. One for Senior 

Members and one for Cadets.  

Congratulations To All! 


