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Wreaths Across America
Upcoming Events:

Unfortunately, due to Covid-19, we weren’t able to do Wreaths Across
America together as a squadron. However, we are pleased to see our own
C/2d Lt Joshua Fisher, C/MSgt Caleb Fisher, C/
SrA Benjamin Greshowak, and Cadet Megan
Greshowak were able to attend and honor our fallen
veterans! They were all present at Fort Snelling and
• February 12th15th, 2021
Virtual Cadet Pro- can help out with wreath-laying. Both C/SrA Benjamin
grams
Greshowak and Cadet Megan Greshowak were able to
honor their Grandfather Paul Anthony Greshowak who
• April 17th, 2021
MN Wing Conferserved in the Second World War in the Army Air Corps.
ence
The North Central Region was happy to see that all sev• June 26th - July
en states had units that can take part in this event and
3rd 2021
MN Wing Encampthe reported amount of wreaths nationwide was around 1.7 million wreaths.
ment
This year’s wreath-laying was more difficult than usual due to Covid-19 but
we are glad that some were able to still take part. Let’s hope next year is
even better!
DUE TO COVID 19 all
upcoming events
are TENTATIVE.
Please check online
for further information.

Interview With Cadet Of The Quarter
Cadet Benedict Dvorak was selected based on performance, knowledge of the CAP program and uniform appearance. We asked him what he thought about becoming Cadet of the Quarter and what advice he had for future cadets.

How did you react to being announced as Cadet of the Quarter?
“One, I didn’t know I was going to be Cadet of the Quarter. I was surprised to say
the least. I thought a different cadet would be it and I feel like I didn’t deserve it.”

Why did you join Civil Air Patrol and what do you hope to
achieve through the program?
“ I joined CAP because it was a family thing with family members being in the
program and when I became old enough I was intrigued by it. I hope to become a
pilot and earn my Spaatz.”

Any advice for future cadets?
“ I would have to say that you should never fall asleep when there’s something
important happening and always stay awake for the little things.”

SCCS Newsletter Issue 20 Submitted by: C/SSgt Leo Sun , C/SrA Ben Greshowak St Cloud Composite Squadron PAOs
1

Minnesota Wing Assists National Guard in COVID-19 Response
By: Second Lieutenant Joseph Calandra, Jr.
Assistant PAO, MN Wing and St. Cloud Composite Squadron

ST. PAUL, MN – Eighteen members from Civil Air Patrol’s Minnesota Wing devoted 184
volunteer hours over five days the week before Christmas to support Minnesota National
Guard COVID-19 mitigation efforts.
The members assisted with packing, organizing and storing personal protective
equipment (PPE)—gowns, gloves, masks
and face shields—for distribution to health
care workers in prisons and medical facilities
throughout the state.
Acting as a Total Force partner and the
official civilian auxiliary of the Air Force, CAP
is aligned with First Air Force to rapidly respond to nonmilitary threats domestically when tasked in a Defense Support of
Civil Authorities capacity to save lives,
relieve suffering, prevent property damage and provide humanitarian assistance.

Second Lieutenant Joseph Calandra, Jr., St. Cloud Composite Squadron Assistant PA O, stands beside some of
the 200 boxes of PPE pac ked by cadets and fellow senior
members before shipment to healthcare w orkers at a MN
prison on Dec. 17, 2020. Photo by Major Tom Fitzhenry,
MN Wing Director of Operations and Incident Commander.

On the mission’s second day, 13
cadets and senior members assembled
200 boxes containing 19,000 K-90 surgical masks, 1,536 face shields, 3,000
Level 1 gowns and 6,000 medical
gloves in just six hours –a result that
normally would have required two days
Wing members also assisted National
Guardsmen with reorganizing PPE storage in
the warehouse for later distribution, including
211,200 surgical masks.

MN Wing CAP Volunteers stand beside the completed pallet loads of PPE in a socially-distant celebration of a job well
done having completed a two-day operation in just 6 hours
on Dec. 17, 2020. Photo by MN Army National Guard.

Several National Guardsmen told the wing mission’s supervisor, 1st Lt. Heike
Dodge, Crow Wing Composite commander, that they found volunteers “efficient and
well-organized, which improved the efforts of both organizations.”
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Cadets

Who is Kilroy?
You might have noticed a figure appearing on
our newsletters recently. His name’s Kilroy and
he’s around 81 years old. He appeared around
the 1940’s on graffiti during WW2 and after. You
could say it was a meme back then. We don’t
know who created him or where he came from
but he’s been around the world greeting and
bringing comfort to GI’s and others. So if you see
his face, he’s just saying hello.

Promotions
Wright Bros. - C/SSgt Leo Sun

Feik - C/SrA Benjamin Greshowak
Arnold - C/A1C Noah Mix
Curry - Megan Greshowak and Lukas Greshowak

Congratulations To All!

Commander’s Corner

Lt Col Shawn Warneke

If you haven’t been keeping track (I Know I have) you may not be aware that at the
end of March of this year, I will have crossed the two year mark since becoming your Commander in March of 2019. It’s hard for me to believe that two years has already passed and
that I only have two years remaining in my Command. To me it seems like yesterday when I
stood up in front of the Squadron and proudly grasped our squadron flag and said “Sir I accept
Command of the St Cloud Composite Squadron” to Lt Col Paul Prior. A proud moment for me
and one that I will always cherish.

I am happy to say that the past two years have been filled with many great memories and many different learning
opportunities. These past years have also had their challenges, which have essentially forced me to learn a little more, grow a
little further and pick up new skill sets. I may not be a fan of the current pandemic, but I am grateful for what it has show n me;
and what it has shown to me is that I have strength, will power and resilience.
In these final two years, I still have much to do but the most important among those, is to find, choose and train my
successor. A tough task to be sure, because when you bring up the idea, you get looked at like you are speaking another language, and then usually people nod, smile and then back away slowly. Let me assure you; all of you are more capable then you
think you are. I know this because I too was once in that spot. Not so long ago, if you had asked me if I would ever consider
taking a Command position, I would have told you “no way”. Famous last words, and ones that make me laugh now. Looking
in the rear-view mirror now, these last two years have been very rewarding, and I would not trade them for anything.
For those looking for a challenge, I would encourage you to consider Command as an option, it will not be easy, but it
is not impossible either. There are many good people and many resources around you to help you through your Command;
sometimes all you need do is ask. If you think that you may be interested in Command, I invite you to come talk to me personally, I am always happy to answer questions and give advice.
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